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Reflections on the Humanistic Value of Marxist Labor Education Theory
Jiang Guifang Wei Xiaolu

Abstract : The Marxist theory of labor education, constructed by classical Marxist writers based on the essence of human labor and
the significance of labor to human survival and development amid practical labor dilemmas, is a practice—oriented educational theory ai-
ming to realize the all-round development of human beings. Rooted in the Marxist theory of “the essence of human labor” , this theory
clarifies the value orientation that labor education should uphold. Based on an understanding of “human needs” , it reveals the driving
force for the innovative development of labor education. Centered on the ultimate goal of “all-round human development”, it defines
the important position of labor education within the whole education system. The fundamental logic behind the humanistic value of Marx-
ist labor education theory lies in the integration of subject and object in labor practice: subjects confirm their self—worth in the process
of subject—objectification, improve cognitive capacity through object—subjectification, and realize all-round development via the stimu-
lation of emotions, willpower and other spiritual forces generated within diverse labor relations. Therefore, the practical application of
Marxist labor education theory must take human beings as its starting point and ultimate goal, and evaluate its effectiveness by whether
it can boost labor literacy, consolidate subjective status, strengthen responsibility awareness and cultivate profound humanistic spirit a-
mong practitioners.

Key words : Marxist labor education theory; humanistic value; unity of subject and object
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