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The Boundaries and Pathways of Traditional Family Culture

Empowering Grassroots Governance
Shan Aihong

Abstract ; Traditional family culture is an ethical system centered on the family, with family ethics ( namely family morality) as its
spiritual core and practical foundation. When traditional family culture empowers new—era grassroots governance, the core lies in tap-
ping the mediating function of family ethics in promoting the transition from individual morality to public morality, so as to advance the
modern transformation of traditional family culture. In traditional societies, family culture not only standardized household order, but
was also deeply embedded within the framework of social governance to undertake various governance functions. However, the structural
system of modern social governance has undergone fundamental reforms compared with that of traditional societies. Therefore, traditional
family culture must realize modern transformation to adapt to the demands of modern grassroots governance.From this perspective, we
can take family ethics as the medium for individuals to evolve from natural personality to civic personality, cultivate public spirit via
family bonds, and thereby establish a modern personality foundation for grassroots governance. In the practice of grassroots governance,
we need to fully activate the effectiveness of moral cultivation brought by family ethics, and meanwhile clearly define the scope and
functional boundaries of its empowerment. Only by doing so can we carry forward and inherit fine family culture, and fully release the
empowering vitality it brings to grassroots governance.

Key words ; traditional family culture; family virtue; public virtue ; isomorphism of family and country ; modernization of grassroots
governance
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