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The Mobilization and Mutual Assistance of the Substitute Farming Teams in the
Shaanxi—Gansu—-Ningxia Border Region during the Full-Scale War of

Resistance against Japanese Aggression
Ge Yujie

Abstract : During the Full-Scale War of Resistance against Japanese Aggression, the substitute farming team system established in

Feng Bing

the Shaanxi—Gansu—Ningxia Border Region was an important measure adopted by the Communist Party of China. It drew on the tradi-
tional folk labor—exchange practice, responded to wartime needs, and consolidated the united front. The Border Region government in-
stitutionalized and standardized substitute farming by issuing relevant regulations, setting up specialized organizations, and refining spe-
cific working methods, thus realizing effective mobilization of social forces. lts practice reflected the evolution and deepening of mutual
assistance among different stakeholders, including the Border Region government, farming households providing substitute labor, and
families of anti—Japanese soldiers. The operation of substitute farming teams guaranteed the livelihood of soldiers’ families, boosted the
morale of frontline troops, consolidated the united front, stimulated an upsurge in joining the army, and strengthened the public’s po-
litical identification with the Party. Growing through extensive social mobilization and maturing in in—depth mutual assistance practices,
substitute farming teams eventually provided strong support for the revolutionary cause.

Key words : Full-Scale War of Resistance against Japanese Aggression; Shaanxi—Gansu—Ningxia Border Region; substitute farm-
ing teams; social mobilization
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