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The Transmission of “ Cheng—Wang School” and the Learning of Jingyi
— An Analysis of Wang Yangming’ s Inheritance and Critique of the Cheng Brothers’ Thoughts
Hong Mingchao
Abstract ; Scholars often use the term “Lu—Wang School of Mind” to refer to the representative Mind School within Neo—Confu-
cianism of the Song and Ming Dynasties. Yet for Wang Yangming, the development of his Mind philosophy was primarily inspired by
Cheng Hao. In fact, Wang held Cheng Hao in far higher esteem than Lu Jiuyuan, and explicitly recognized Cheng Hao as a figure in
the Confucian orthodoxy. In essence, it is because Cheng Hao’ s thoughts possess distinct unifying characteristics, which align with
Yangming’ s pursuit of the Learning of Jingyi ( Unity of Essence and Practice). Wang inherited this ideological trait and constructed a
more sophisticated theoretical system of ontological unity through reinterpretation. Therefore, from a comprehensive perspective, the de-
nomination of “Cheng—Wang School” may be more consistent with the ideological evolution and self—identification of Wang Yangming’
s Mind philosophy than “Lu-~Wang School”. As for Cheng Yi, on the one hand, his inclination to separate the mind from principle and
advocate the external approach to investigating things naturally drew criticism from Wang Yangming; on the other hand, the holistic u-
nity thinking embodied in his ideological system was affirmed, inherited and further developed by Wang. Through an exploration of the
intellectual relationship between Wang Yangming and the Cheng brothers, the fundamental characteristics of Wang’ s Mind philosophy
can be revealed more clearly and profoundly.
Key words : Lu-Wang School; The Cheng Brothers; Learning of Jingyi; Confucian orthodoxy
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