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“The Courage of Universal virtue” from the Perspective of Chinese Philosophy
Yang Daoyu

Abstract: The Courage of Universal Virtue is identified as one of the core competences that Chinese people aspire to via the con-
cept of Confucius’ “Three Universal Virtues”. This core competence has been enriched and developed into the “three systems” of the
Courage of Moral Participation, the Courage of Conscience and Belief, and the Courage for Creation and Innovation by the School of
Principle, the School of Mind, and the School of Qi in the development of Chinese culture; the School of Principle attaches the greatest
importance to the Courage of Moral Participation, advocating that the Courage of Universal Virtue can only be the moral courage of up-
holding morality, rather than physical courage, because moral courage not only has the merits of physical courage such as courage to act
and perseverance, but also possesses the strengths that physical courage lacks such as a sense of shame and reflective thinking. The
School of Mind, in response to the insufficient subjectification of the Courage of Moral Participation in the School of Principle, puts for-
ward the “Courage to Be One’ s True Self” which advocates the freedom of will, and on this basis puts forward the Courage of Con-
science and Belief that transcends both the Courage of Universal Virtue and the Courage to Be One’ s True Self. The School of Qi, with
qi as its root, advocates that the most fundamental Courage of Universal Virtue is neither the Courage of Moral Participation nor the
Courage of Conscience and Belief, but the Creative Courage for Creation and Innovation, in which people promote the continuous crea-
tion and development of the world and themselves by creating “new forms” with “the productive power of qi”. Thus, China’ s concept
of the Courage of Universal Virtue has become increasingly important in the current era of risks because it endows courage with the core
elements of morality, belief and creation.

Key words: The courage as universal virtue; courage of moral participation; courage of conscience belief; creative courage
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