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Building a Fundamental Order: The Grassroots Orientation of the

Practice of Consultative Democracy in China
Zhang Liwet

Abstract:In the Chinese context, the deep integration of consultative democracy and grassroots governance serves as a crucial un-
derpinning for the modernization of grassroots governance. As both a form of democracy and a governance mechanism, the practice of
consultative democracy at the grassroots level not only addresses various governance challenges but also continuously constructs and per-
fects the fundamental order in such contexts. Consultative democracy plays a pivotal role in realizing social integration, enhancing rec-
ognition of the order, fostering low—cost cooperation, and boosting institutional resilience, and it is systematically consistent with the
core conditions for the formation and maintenance of a fundamental order. By advancing the coordinated development of institutionalized
and non—institutionalized deliberative platforms, shaping a shared rule system in daily life, cultivating social capital, and establishing
legitimate deliberative procedures, consultative democracy shapes the micro—mechanisms for building a fundamental order. In general ,
the relationship between consultative democracy and fundamental order embodies the methodology of China’s construction of consulta-
tive democracy—namely, forging democracy into a way of life, which endows whole—process people’ s democracy with greater breadth,
depth and humanistic warmth.

Key words; Consultative Democracy; grassroots governance; fundamental order; social development; modernization of grassroots
governance
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