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On the Dialectics of Square and Circle: Exploring the Rule—based Justice of

the Co—governance of Morality and Law in the New Era
Liu Zhanhu

Abstract: To comprehensively advance the modernization of national governance by adhering to the people—centered approach, it
is essential to establish a rule awareness that embodies the political logic of public power and the institutional justice of socialism at both
institutional and cultural levels. In the context of traditional Chinese political culture, the concept that “rules are the ultimate criterion
for square and circle” has been advocated based on the thinking of the co—governance of ritual and law. By contrast, governance in
Western countries promotes a rule—of—law thinking centered on the spirit of contract, which serves as the rule awareness for construc-
ting a sound public life. With the changes of history and the transformation of the themes of the times, the connotative definition and
value logic of “the dialectics of square and circle” have undergone structural changes. In the process of comprehensively advancing so-
cialist modernization, to construct the rule awareness that underpins “China’ s governance” , we need to start from the complexity of the
social governance structure and comprehensively elaborate on the combinatorial relationship of “the dialectics of square and circle” and
its functions.

Key words: dialectics of square and circle; national governance; co—governance of morality and law; institutional design; rule
awareness
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