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“I Came by Way of Huayuan” ; A Missing Link in Du Fu’ s Northern March
— A Textual Research on the Dating of “Twenty Rhymes on Viewing the Raging Waters at Sanchuan”
Sun Wei Wang Xinfang

Abstract ; Most traditional annotations date “Twenty Rhymes on Viewing the Raging Waters at Sanchuan” to the seventh month of
the 15th year of the Tianbao reign, holding that it was composed when Du Fu fled northward from Fengxian. However, the line “I came
by way of Huayuan” in the poem is clearly inconsistent with Du Fu’s escape route in that year, and no historical records document a
flood in Sanchuan and its surrounding areas in the summer of that year. Through a survey of The Book of the Tang and The Old Book of
the Tang (Treatise on Five Elements), CeFuYuanGui, and relevant records in Du Fu’s poems, it can be known that five flood e-
vents—in the 15th and 16th years of the Kaiyuan reign, the 12th and 13th years of the Tianbao reign, and the 2nd year of the Zhide
reign—are associated with Du Fu and the Sanchuan region. Among them, the rain—induced flood in the Guanzhong area in the autumn
of the 2nd year of the Zhide reign is the historical backdrop for the creation of “Twenty Rhymes on Viewing the Raging Waters at San-
chuan”. Du Fu set off on his northern march from Fengxiang on the first day of the intercalary eighth month of the 2nd year of the Zhide
reign, passing through Sanchuan on the way. His route for this northern march was Fengxiang, Linyou, Xingzhou, Huayuan, Yijun,
Sanchuan, Fuzhou, which aligns perfectly with the line “I came by way of Huayuan” in the poem. Traditional annotators failed to accu-
rately date the poem because they did not conduct a detailed textual research on Du Fu’ s specific route from Yongzhou to Yijun and
were unaware that Huayuan was a necessary stop on the road from Fuzhou to Yijun. Clarifying the composition date of this poem not only
enables a clearer understanding of the complete route and experiences of Du Fu’ s northern march, further deepening the interpretation
of classic poems such as“ The Northern March” , but also provides important documentary and historical evidence for the academic cir-
cle to clarify historical misunderstandings and eliminate previous misinterpretations.

Key words:Du Fu; Twenty Rhymes on Viewing the Raging Waters at Sanchuan ; dating revision; Huayuan; The Northern March
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