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Devotional Mentality in the Inscriptions on Ceramic Buddhist Offering Vessels from

the Song, Yuan, Ming, and Qing Dynasties
Zhang Jingwen

Abstract : Buddhist offering vessels refer to the utensils used by Buddhist believers or monasteries to enshrine the Three Jewels
(Buddha, Dharma, Sangha), occupying a crucial position in Buddhist rituals and spiritual practices. As a major category of such ves-
sels, ceramic Buddhist offering vessels include various types such as incense burners, vases, and candlesticks. However, these vessels
often closely resemble daily utensils, so their religious purpose is often difficult to identify without explicit markings or clear provenance
information. Since the Song and Yuan dynasties, the emergence of offering inscriptions on some of these vessels has provided key evi-
dence for identifying their religious purpose. Carved, molded, or written on the vessels by donors when commissioning their production,
these inscriptions typically record details such as the donors’ identities, the time of dedication, the enshrinement locations, and votive
wishes, thus possessing significant historical documentary value. By systematically sorting out the textual formats and rules of the offer-
ing inscriptions on ceramic Buddhist vessels from the Song Dynasty onward, this paper explores the underlying offering patterns, the be-
lievers’ devotional mentality, and the ideological origins reflected in these inscriptions, aiming to provide empirical evidence for the
study of the sinicization and secularization of Buddhism.

Key words: Buddhist offering vessels; offering inscriptions; sinicization of Buddhism; devotional mentality
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