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A New Exploration of Ecological Edicts and Statutes During the Qin and Han Dynasties
Luo Qilong

Abstract : During the Qin and Han dynasties, ecological laws and regulations were divided into three forms; imperial edicts, de-
crees, and statutes. Among them, imperial edicts reflected the monarch’ s will and possessed the highest legal authority; decrees were
either trial regulations or formulated for specific circumstances. In terms of the relationship between the three, statutes were directly
transformed from imperial edicts or derived from decrees, with the transformation condition being whether the decree could be elevated
to the institutional level of the dynasty and implemented nationwide. As normative legal provisions of the national system, statutes had
strong timeliness and stability. In addition, the status of ecological statutes fluctuated—rising and then falling—from the Qin Dynasty to
the Han Dynasty. Furthermore, the ecological protection statutes at that time were very simple and vague, requiring supplementation by
more flexible ecological decrees. The thought of seasonal prohibition in laws and regulations during the Qin and early Han dynasties o-
riginated from the handed—down “Yueling” ( Monthly Orders). With Confucianism becoming the dominant ideology in dynastic govern-
ance during the mid and late Western Han Dynasty, the influence of the “Yueling” ( Monthly Orders) , which was incorporated into the
Confucian theoretical system, continued to expand in ecological laws.

Key words:; imperial edicts; decrees; statutes; Yueling ( Monthly Orders)

TAEGRAE AT S

137



