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On Mencius’ s Thought of “Zhengming” ( Rectifying Names) and Its Value
Zhang Jingjie

Abstract ; Although Mencius rarely explicitly discussed “ming” (names) , he actually put forward a theory of “zhengming” (recti-
fying names). On the one hand, Mencius advocated “speech and argumentation” and emphasized “understanding words”. Speech is
the voice of the mind, and the mind is the starting point of governance. By constructing the governance logic of “mind” — “speech”
— “affairs” (governance) , Mencius attempted to link “governance” to “mind” and take rectifying the ruler’ s mind as the way to be-
nevolent governance. On the other hand, Mencius strongly argued that “executing Zhou” was not regicide, emphasizing the distinction
between “tianjue” (heavenly rank) and “renjue” (human rank). By integrating “de” ( virtue) into “ming” ( names) and linking
“jue” (rank) to “tian” (heaven), external ranks and names were endowed with inherent normative connotations of benevolence and
righteousness. Later Confucian scholars mostly followed Mencius’ s views on “ming” ( names) . Dong Zhongshu of the Han Dynasty held
that a name must embody “yi” (appropriateness) and advocated “rectifying the mind” to “rectify governance”. Zhu Xi justified
“ming” (names) with “tianli” (heavenly principle) and implemented it in the “de” (virtues) of benevolence, righteousness, propri-
ety, and wisdom. Lu Jiuyuan and Wang Shouren integrated “ming” (names) with “benxin” (original mind) and “liangzhi” (innate
knowledge ) , linking governance to the mind. Mencius’ s interpretation of “zhengming” (rectifying names) upheld the Confucian value
ideal centered on benevolence and righteousness, expanding the inherent and moral dimensions of the theory of “zhengming”.

Key words : Mencius; zhengming ( rectifying names) ; ming (name) ; yan (speech) ; de (virtue)
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