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The Consciousness of Order and Disorder in Post—Wang Yangming Scholarship
Zhu Cheng
Abstract : The Confucian spiritual pursuit of “achieving order from disorder” is fully reflected in the thought of Post—Wang Yang-
ming scholars. Inheriting and carrying forward the Confucian tradition of “practical statecraft” , they cared about the order and disorder
of the world and strived intellectually and practically to promote “great order under heaven”. Following Wang Yangming’ s Neo—Confu-
cianism, which attaches great importance to subjective spiritual factors, Post—Wang Yangming scholars often believed that the root
cause of world disorder lies in the confusion of ideological theories and the resulting degeneration of human minds, emphasizing that the
lack of morality and moral education leads to social disorder. Therefore, they advocated improving governance by arousing the inherent
goodness of human minds, holding that “achieving order from disorder” can be realized by starting with “governing the mind” , clarif-
ying correct learning, promoting moral education, improving social customs, perfecting ritual teachings, and prioritizing people’ s live-
lihood. The consciousness of order and disorder in Post—Wang Yangming scholarship reflects the moral idealism of Neo—Confucianism.
Its limitation lies in neglecting the complexity of social life, while its positive significance lies in emphasizing the role of human subjec-
tive factors such as moral will in promoting social progress.
Key words: Post—Wang Yangming scholarship; achieving order from disorder; governing the world and governing the mind
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