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Accurately Grasping the Functional Value and Implementation Paths

of Urban Neighborhood Committees in the New Era
Ye Jihong

Abstract ; The revision of the Organic Law of the Urban Residents Committees of the People’ s Republic of China is an institutional
innovation in grassroots governance that responds to social changes and the demand for governance modernization. Its essence lies in the
realignment of the relationship between the state and society in the field of grassroots governance, with the core goal of promoting a pro-
found transformation of the organizational functions of neighborhood committees towards an autonomy—led model. The newly revised law
endows residents’ committees with the status of autonomous legal persons and restructures their organizational functions, including pub-
licity and guidance, public services, consultation and mediation, and supervision and guidance. These four functions embody the gov-
ernance goals of consolidating value consensus, accurately responding to needs, collaboratively resolving conflicts, and optimizing gov-
ernance structures, respectively. In practice, constructing specific operational mechanisms such as Party—building leadership, profes-
sional division of labor, multi—subject collaboration, and democratic supervision is an important internal foundation for the effective re-
alization of the organizational functions of residents’ committees. Meanwhile, improving the performance capacity of residents’ commit-
tees, clarifying the boundary of powers and responsibilities between the government and society, and strengthening the enforcement of
the law are necessary conditions for ensuring the governance effectiveness of residents’ committees. This revision of the law and the
functional transformation of urban residents’ committees provide more comprehensive legal protection and institutional support for devel-
oping grassroots democracy and advancing the modernization of the grassroots governance system and governance capacity in the process
of Chinese—style modernization.
Key words:new era; urban residents committees; organizational functions; implementation mechanism
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