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Analysis of the Rich Connotations and Dialectical Nature of Pre-Qin Objects and Terms
Li Binghat

Abstract : The interpretation of Pre—(Qin names and objects requires not only understanding their referents but also revealing the
basis for their generation. On the basis of grasping the literal meaning of names and objects, we should uncover the hidden connotations
of symbolic expressions. Attention should be paid to the sensory experiences of ancient people, especially names and objects related to
tactile sensations. Pre—(Q)in names and objects involve complex relationships between reality and emptiness, sameness and difference,
which need to be properly handled with dialectical thinking. Some interpretations of names and objects can be pursued based on reality,
some need to move from reality to emptiness, and others need to return from emptiness to reality. In—depth analysis is required for cases
of “different objects with the same name” and “the same object with different names.” The interpretation of Pre—Qin names and objects
requires a diachronic and dynamic grasp: it should not only focus on the macro—level correspondence between human senses and histor-
ical periods but also pay attention to the time periods during which the fixed connotations of specific names and objects were formed at
the micro—level, while taking into account the dual attributes of stability and variation in the connotations of names and objects. Prag-
matic methods can be used to construct a series and system of general rules for names and objects.

Key words: Pre—Qin names and objects; generative basis; multiple meanings; dialectical analysis; construction of general rules
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