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The Documentary Value of
General Catalog of the Complete Library of Four Treasuries - Arts Section

and the Construction of Chinese Art Studies Discourse System
Wang Xiyu
Abstract : The “Zi Bu ( Philosophy Section)

the most concentrated part recording art documents in the General Catalog. 1t consists of four subcategories: calligraphy and painting,

+ Art Category” in General Catalog of The Complete Library of the Four Treasuries is

qin tablatures, seal carving, and acrobatics. Its document collection and abstract compilation reflect the cataloging characteristics of the
Siku editors, who emphasized ancient books, practical value, and textual research value. Incorporating this category into contemporary
art studies not only helps clarify the classification of art documents, understand the evolution of artistic concepts, and broaden the per-
spective of ancient documents in art research, but also reveals the development laws, paths, and models of Chinese art. It provides ref-
erence significance for critically inheriting and enriching traditional art studies thoughts, as well as constructing China’ s art studies dis-
course system.

Key words : General Catalog of the Complete Library of the Four Treasuries + Arts Section ; Construction of an Independent Knowl-
edge System; Discourse System of China’s Art Studies
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