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On the Relationship between Yang Xiong’s Tai Xuan ( The Supreme Mystery) in

“Naming Things and Capturing Images”

and Yi Learning

Tian Shengli

Abstract : Yang Xiong’ s thought, centered on Confucianism and integrated with Taoist doctrines, established a philosophical sys-

tem with “Xuan” (Mystery) as the ontology. The “naming things and capturing images” in Tai Xuan is inextricably linked to Yi Learn-

ing. The “Zhong” (Mean) ,

“Ying” (Response) , and “Yang” ( Nourishment) sections, positioned at the beginning, middle, and end

of Tai Xuan, can be regarded as its three pillars, with a particularly prominent origin in Yi Learning. The naming and arrangement of

the sections are derived from Yi Learning while incorporating the “hexagram qi” theory of Han—dynasty Yi Learning, thus evolving from

«

Yi Learning. The “zan ci” (eulogistic remarks) is distributed across the eighty—one sections, with nine remarks per section. Their aim

in capturing images, alternating between negation and affirmation,

embodies Yi Learning’ s core of " expounding through yin and

yang" . Moreover, the “zan ci” frequently cite images from Yi Learning’ s hexagram and line statements, thereby inheriting and inter-

"

preting Yi Learning. The images captured in the "zan ci" vary with their positional numbers: the initial lines mostly take images of

darkness and obscurity ; the fifth lines are often associated with the “mean”

; the top ninth lines frequently depict the decline after reac-

hing extreme prosperity. These distinct patterns embody multiple concepts of Yi Learning.

Key words:Tai Xuan; section names; zan ci; naming things and capturing images; Yi Learning
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