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Basic Principles for Social Organizations to Obtain “ Contextual Authorization”

from the Perspective of Social Construction
Dong Jingwei
Abstract : In the context of co construction, co governance, and shared national governance, social organizations, as one of the di-

‘

verse subjects participating in public service governance, not only require the “overall authorization” of the state, but also the “contex-
tual authorization” in specific governance scenarios. The state authorizes social organizations to participate in service governance through
macro policies and laws and regulations, promoting the reform of government function transfer. However, with the continuous improve-
ment of grassroots people’ s requirements for the public service capabilities and levels of social organizations, on the basis of “overall
authorization” , social organizations also need to obtain recognition and support from grassroots party organizations, local governments at
all levels, and community residents in specific public service governance scenarios, that is, “contextual authorization”. The authoriza-
tion theory not only reflects the differences in the development of social organizations between China and the West, but also provides
new theoretical growth points for social organizations to participate in grassroots public service governance. Starting from the theory of
“contextual authorization” , current Chinese social organizations” participation in public service governance faces challenges such as
policy hierarchy, organizational capacity paradox, and local knowledge conflicts. In the context of an autonomous knowledge system,
social organizations must enhance their own capabilities, reshape their action ethics, integrate local knowledge, and achieve value co

¢

creation under the guidance of party building, in order to better obtain “contextual authorization” from the grassroots. Only in this way
can we establish a long—term mechanism for social organizations to participate in public service governance.
Key words:social organizations; service and governance; functional transfer; contextual authorization; fundamental principles
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