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Semiotizing Governance:A New Paradigm for Network Public Opinion Governance

Liu Ruilan

Li Hong

Abstract:In online public opinion, signs are not only tools for representation, but also constantly construct society and stimulate

its vitality. The rhetorical use of signs by the subject of public opinion is always constantly surging with cognitive structures, cultural

logic, and meaning veins, enabling social structures to be constantly generated, maintained, revised, or transformed in rhetorical com-

petition. The parties involved, netizens, officials, platforms and other public opinion subjects have different motivations and participate

in public opinion practice through different sign types and practices, and construct corresponding social facts. The carrier signs, behav-

ioral signs, combination techniques, codes, and other sign forms of online public opinion shape different forms of public opinion, sur-

passing the traditional language of “discourse” and becoming “facts”. The problem domain of governance of public opinion is nothing

more than governance of representation , governance of relationship , and governance of consensus through signs and their practices, in

order to ultimately achieve the goal of bridging differences and rebuilding the order of meaning.

Key words : online public opinion; semiotizing governance; social order
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