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Interpreting Poetry though “Yi” . A Hermeneutic Investigation of

“Yi” as a Key Term in Chinese Poetry Talks Criticism
Li Youguang
Abstract : The keyword “Yi” serves as the greatest common denominator between the theory of creation and reception in traditional
Chinese Shihua criticism. Specifically, when the critical community embraces the poetic principle that ” poetry takes ‘ Yi’ as its core”
as a shared aesthetic consensus, it logically entails an interpretive practice in Shihua textual criticism that advocates “examining its

«

“Yi’”, actively “ seeking through *Yi’”, and ultimately “interpreting poetry through ‘Yi’ ", thereby entering the domain of literary
hermeneutics. Moreover, the prevalent discourse on “’ Yi’ valuing subtlety and obscurity” justifies the necessity of applying hermeneu-
tic understanding and interpretation to poetic texts—that is, ” the obscurity of * Yi’ must be illuminated”. From the perspectives of key-
words and hermeneutics, the interpretative practices of ancient poetry critics on the meanings of previous poets’s works not only demon-
strate detailed and all-round interpretative standards, but also reveal a clear process of understanding from words and lines to the entire
poem. By systematically analyzing these “Yi” centered hermeneutic methods, principles and characteristics, which enriches the theo-
retical discourse of Chinese literary hermeneutics and enhances the practical quality of the Shihua interpretive criticism.
Key words: Yi; Chinese poetry talks; key term method; literary hermeneutics; interpreting poetry through Yi
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