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Analysis of Jin’s “County of Xianmao”
Li Shijia

Abstract; During the Spring and Autumn Period, the State of Jin was one of the few states that first established counties in local
areas. Among the many counties of Jin, “Xianmao County” was particularly unique, being the first Jin county explicitly with the suffix
“county” in its name. Since the Western Jin Dynasty, traditional views have mostly regarded “Xianmao County” as the fief of the Xian
clan in Jin, which is inappropriate. Through a comparative study of relevant historical materials, the characters “Xianmao” in “Xian-
mao County” are a place name in Jin, having nothing to do with the Xian clan. Examining historical records, one of the main sources
of Jin’ s counties in the Spring and Autumn Period was conquering other states and turning them into its own counties. After Jin con-
quered the State of Xiguo, it is reasonable to infer that it designated an area centered on the two towns of Xin and Mao in the former
Xiguo as a county to strengthen control, called “Xinmao County”. In historical materials, the character “Xian” (%, %) can often be
interchangeable with “Xin”. Therefore, Jin’s “Xinmao County” was recorded in Zuo Zhuan as “Xianmao County”, which spanned
both banks of the great river, in the area from the southwest of present—day Pinglu County, Shanxi Province to Xiashi Township,
Shanzhou District, Sanmenxia City, Henan Province.

Key words: County of Xianmao; Xian clan; State of Xiguo; Xinmao
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