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Epistemological Foundations and the Virtue Turn

in Intercultural Communication Studies
Zhang Nan Jiang Fei

Abstract : Intercultural communication study, as a field of knowledge in philosophy and social sciences that focus on the interaction
between culture and communication, has been entrusted with the intellectual mission and expectation of reflecting on the common values
of all human beings and reconstructing the rationality of human communication. However, the current knowledge system of intercultural
communication is based on the modern experience of intercultural communication and modern epistemology, which shows the pursuit of
essentialism, computationalism, and universalism of culture in ontology, methodology and value theory, and its academic vision and
knowledge care are somewhat distant from the knowledge goal of exploring the common value of all mankind. With the development of
human civilization and cultural interaction entering a period of value and order restructuring, the humanistic trend of Western philoso-
phy in the 20th century has promoted the emergence of social and personal constructivist features in the study of knowledge. Intercultur-
al communication studies have also taken the constructivist path to turn to the human nature of virtue epistemology. Virtue epistemology
provides a new starting point for the construction of a new form of intercultural communication knowledge system. The dialogue between
Chinese and Western views of virtue knowledge provides a possible way for intercultural communication to get out of the crisis of modern
epistemology, and also provides a platform for discussion for promoting the construction of a balanced theoretical ecology of intercultural
communication under the perspective of mutual understanding of civilizations.

Key words :intercultural communication; autonomous knowledge systems; epistemology; virtue; virtue epistemology
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