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A Speculation on the Relationship between Dong Zhongshu’s Theory of

Calamities and Misfortunes and Mohism
Zhang Yu

Abstract: Dong Zhongshu’ s and Mozi’ s theories of calamities and misfortunes share similarities, even convergences, in three as-
pects: metaphysical ontology, argumentative thinking, and the tension between faith and free will, indicating that Dong Zhongshu’ s
construction of the calamity theory might have been influenced by Mozi. Both Dong Zhongshu’ s “Mandate of Heaven” and Mozi’ s
“Will of Heaven” emphasize the moral origin of Heaven and its role in human politics. Interpreting the effects of auspicious and inaus-
picious omens through positive and negative argumentative thinking is a common ground between Dong and Mozi. Compared with Mozi’
s idea that the Will of Heaven directly rewards or punishes human affairs, Dong Zhongshu not only establishes a causal relationship be-
tween royal politics and auspicious omens by raising the conditions for auspicious signs ( meaning auspicious signs gain the power to
judge political and governing principles ) , but also realizes a theoretical transition from heavenly punishment to heavenly disaster
through stylized discussions on calamities. While Mozi insists on sacrificing to Heaven for blessings and encourages rulers to practice
“righteous governance,” he remains ambiguous about the contradiction between them. In contrast, Dong Zhongshu differentiates be-
tween “inheriting the nature from Heaven” and “cultivating humanity through education” by means of his theory of human nature and
education. He shifts from emphasizing the former to respecting Heaven and worshipping gods, and from analyzing the latter to urging
rulers to act diligently. In this way, Dong alleviates and resolves the conflict between faith and free will, and remedies the argumenta-
tive loopholes in Mozi’ s thoughts.

Key words: Dong Zhongshu; Mozi; calamities and misfortunes; faith; free will
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