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The Ethical Proof of Artificial Moral Initiative:

From Traditional Perspectives to Open Positions
Qu Rong

Abstract: The traditional view interprets moral agency as a unique ability of human moral behavior and proposes complete condi-
tions of moral agency. The traditional view does not directly deny the possibilities of the subjectivity and agency of artificial morality,
but it adheres to the anthropocentric position and lacks sufficient reflection on the complete conditions for moral agency. In fact, both
human and non—human beings still possess moral agency in the absence of certain conditions. From an open standpoint, moral agency
can be broadly understood as the ability of an entity to actively exert effective moral influence, requiring the entity to possess moral be-
havior “triggered” by its internal state, internal cognitive ability, and be constrained by moral norms. Moral agency can be both natu-
rally generated and unconsciously constructed through software and hardware, as well as collective moral agency manifested through hu-
man—computer interaction, including authorized moral agency, extended moral agency, and distributed moral agency.

Key words : artificial intelligence; moral agency; artificial moral agency; consciousness; intentionality
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