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The Survival Pattern in Traditional Archery Rites Culture and

Its Contemporary Enlightenment
Hua Jun

Abstract : Both “archery” and “rites” belong to the traditional Six Arts. Relatively speaking, archery competitions involve compet-
itive struggles, which in major contexts relate to success or failure, life or death, and in minor ones, to victory or defeat, honor or dis-
grace. Rites, centered on respect and modesty, concern self—cultivation and virtue cultivation internally, and harmony and unity of the
world externally. Archery rites integrate archery into ritual practices, retaining the significance of martial arts and competition for war-
fare, national defense, and maintaining dominance, while also embodying the meaning of following rituals to foster familial harmony,
moral cultivation, and joyful adherence to propriety. Traditional archery rites culture not only integrates the principles of competition
and modesty but also vigorously advocates the values of governing skills with morality and ending strife for harmony. This cultural fea-
ture contains profound survival wisdom, highlighting the unique and grand survival pattern of the Chinese people, and offers profound
and diverse enlightenment for the rational construction of contemporary social life. This is specifically reflected in aspects such as estab-
lishing a solid foundation for personal stability, upholding morality as the core to emphasize human—centeredness, achieving family har-
mony and national governance through the principle of harmony, and demonstrating the unity of benevolence and beauty through joyful
adherence to rituals.

Key words:rites of archery; the realization of being; civil archery; martial archery
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