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The progressive pathway in the universal transformation of
China’ s child welfare system . 2025—2050

Wan Guowet

Abstract : The child welfare system has a bearing on the healthy growth of nearly 300 million children, and is a key component of
China’ s high—quality people’ s well-being. Looking ahead to the modernization and transformation of China’ s child welfare system dur-
ing 2025-2050, we need to answer the three core questions of “why”, “where”, and “how” of the child welfare system. The study
found that the long—standing “gap—filling” and “selective” systems in China are no longer able to cope with the enormous challenges
posed by “compressed modernity”. And the gradual deepening of the childcare deficit has made it inevitable that a structural transfor-
mation of the country’s child welfare system should take place as soon as possible.This transformation aims to gradually abandon the
welfare construction tradition of overemphasizing the production attributes of social policies, overrelying on families, and undervaluing
social mutual aid. Tt adheres to the historical development main line of “investing in children” , reshapes the welfare relationship be-
tween “state—family” and “public—private” and their welfare transformation forms. By implementing more inclusive family childcare
subsidies and more equitable basic public services, it reduces the “hidden familialization” of childcare responsibilities. Through a guar-
antee form balancing funds and services, it promotes the shift from “specific child—friendly” to “all-age friendly”.

Key words: social insurance; child welfare; childcare deficit; invest in children; the progressive pathway in the universal trans-

formation
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