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Judicial Review of Giving Reasons for Administrative Actions
Wu Fei

Abstract ; The system of giving reasons promotes the improvement of the legitimacy of administrative actions and provides necessary
media for the review of the legality of administrative actions. The reason for administrative action is a normative reason and a substantive
reason that distinguishes it from authoritative reasons. The judicial review of the reasons for administrative actions has a subsidiary na-
ture, limited to the evaluation of the legality of administrative actions. Under the premise that the administrative organs follow the exter-
nal limited integrity standards, the focus of judicial review is on the validity of the reasons for administrative actions, and the adequacy
standards for the reasons should be adjusted according to the nature of different administrative actions. In terms of legal consequences,
minor flaws in reasoning generally do not affect the validity of administrative actions, while the lack of critical or necessary reasons may
lead to the determination of illegality, and erroneous reasoning will invariably affect the legality assessment. The focus on the reasons
indicates that the rule of law has reached a new level of requirement for the legality of administrative actions, and administrative organs
have the obligation to justify the legality of their actions. This principle will facilitate the codification of administrative law and promote
a positive interaction between government and judiciary.

Key words : administrative action; reason; legitimacy; judicial review
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