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On “Sigil” . The Modeling Mechanism of

Semiotic Cognition in Cross—Cultural Communication
Hu Yirong

Abstract : The term “stereotype” originated from French printing terminology ( “cliché”) and was later introduced into social psy-
chology and journalism by sociologist Lippmann, evolving into multidimensional theoretical perspective across disciplines. In Compara-
tive Literature Imagology, it is conceptualized as “taohua” (Zi%), the minimal unit of foreign image; while in Communication Stud-
ies, it appears as the core concept of “stereotype” , referring to a biased, media—mediated representation or a one—sided symbolic cog-
nition. Different disciplines develop distinct theoretical innovations based on their epistemic positions, while simultaneously forming
their own “prejudices” due to perspectival limitations. From the standpoint of symbolic—cognitive communication mechanisms, stereo-
type can be reinterpreted through the neutral concept of the “sigil” (£FEl) — the fundamental unit of symbolic signification. This unit
molds cultural group cognition through typification and cumulative reiteration, generating a “pseudo—environment”. However, sigils
don’ t necessarily lead to prejudice; rather, they constitute the logical foundation of meaning generation in cultural transmission, where
simplification serves as both an inevitable cognitive pathway and prerequisite for cultural symbol formation. The interdisciplinary analy-
sis between literary imagology and communication studies reveals that the universal mechanism of “sigil” provides a theoretical frame-
work for understanding symbolic interaction, cultural misreading, and symbolic sublimation in cross—cultural communication. It lays
groundwork for constructing a more inclusive “General Semiotic Tmagology”.

Key words: “sigil” ; stereotype; cross—cultural communication; pseudo—environment; cognitive semiotics
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