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The Theoretical Connections between Zhu Guanggian’s Poetics and the Tongcheng School
Fang Kaige Li Shitao

Abstract : There is a close theoretical relationship between Zhu Guanggian’ s Poetics and the poetic ideas of the Tongcheng School.
The Tongcheng School reformed the relationship between literature and Taoism among Neo Confucian scholars, advocating for the use of
literature to discuss poetry, and systematizing aesthetic standards. They proposed original poetic theories such as “elegance and purity”
“creating innovative expressions” “getting rid of clichés” and *combining masculinity and femininity”. Zhu Guangqian studied the
Tongcheng School for many years when he was young, and was deeply influenced by its poetic thoughts, which are reflected in his aca-
demic works. As the first systematic modern poetics theory work in China, Zhu Guanggian’s Poetics uses Western theories to construct
Chinese poetics, and analyzes the relationships between important concepts such as content and form, taste and imagery, emotion and
language in poetry. In fact, many of the concepts in Poetics are critical inheritances of the poetic thought of the Tongcheng School,
mainly reflected in the exposition of the “the view of Yi—Fa” through “substance and form” , the inheritance of “the spirit based on
sound” through “poetic rhythm” | the transformation of “masculine and feminine” through “seriousness and humor” , and the supple-
ment of “using literature as poetry” through “poetry and non poetry”.

Key words :Zhu Guanggian; Poetics; Tongcheng School
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