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The Construction of Garrison Space and Ethnic Integration in the

Western Regions during the Han Dynasty
Dang Lin

Abstract ; Since the Han Dynasty managed the Western Regions, the strategy of settling and guarding the border has been a long—
standing one, continuously promoting the improvement of governance measures and the process of ethnic integration in the Western Re-
gions of the Central Plains dynasties. During the Han Dynasty, the Central Plains regime established garrisons in areas such as Quli and
Luntai at the southern foot of the Tianshan Mountains, gradually forming a garrison pattern that extended westward to Kucha and Shule,
eastward to Yiwu, southward to Loulan, Yutian, and Shache, and northward to Wusun, laying the spatial foundation for the Central
Plains’ governance of the Western Regions. At the same time, the Han Dynasty established the Western Regions Protectorate as the
military and political center of the Western Regions to manage the garrison, further improving the garrison governance system. Through
measures such as building post roads and constructing beacon systems, it provided key military defense support for the spatial manage-
ment of the Western Regions garrison. In addition, the Han Dynasty’ s settlement and border defense promoted a large number of people
from the Central Plains to migrate to the Western Regions, gradually forming a production and living area centered on the governance of
the Central Plains, leading to the formation of spatial and cultural identity among multiple ethnic groups in the Western Regions towards
the Central Plains dynasty, accelerating the process of ethnic integration, and injecting inexhaustible power into the common formation
of the Chinese nation.

Key words:the Western Regions of the Han Dynasty; Garrison Space;Ethnic Integration
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