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On the Error Correction Mechanisms of the Song Government
Cheng Minsheng

Abstract: The Song government attached great importance to the design and implementation of error correction mechanisms, and
has built a network that is crisscrossed and coordinated internally and externally, in order to timely detect and correct errors and ensure
the good operation of the national machinery. The institutional design of the Song government’ s error correction mainly includes the
court’ s decision—making error correction mechanism, consisting of court deliberation error correction, sealing and refutation error cor-
rection, and government order review error correction. The supervision and error correction mechanism includes correction through feed-
back, examination, and audit. Judicial error correction mechanism, including trial and error correction, and error correction through re-
cording and questioning. The external mechanisms for the Song government’ s error correction mainly include appeal correction, public
opinion correction, and disaster correction. There are more ways and channels for error correction, including regular supervision from
superiors to subordinates, participation from bottom—up social forces, and criticism from subjects towards the emperor’ s decisions. The
error correction mechanism of the Song government has achieved good results, including improving systems, adjusting policies, impro-
ving appointments, reforming institutions, rectifying wrongful cases, and improving people’ s livelihoods. The role of maintaining social
stability and ensuring the long—term stability of the country cannot be underestimated. But when treacherous officials were in power and
political corruption occurred, the error correction mechanism often failed, and the effectiveness of the Song Dynasty’ s error correction
mechanism cannot be overestimated.

Key words: Song government; error correction mechanisms; sealing and refuting; judicial adjudication and review
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