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Time and Heaven—Human Relation :

The Confucian Construction of Discourse on Ritual in Liyun
Zhu Jinjing
Abstract : The discussion of “ritual” in Liyun is not only about “great harmony” and “moderate prosperity”, but also about the

construction of the discourse system of ritual around the issues of “temporality” and “the relationship between heaven and man”. The

«

issue of “temporality” involves the question of whether ritual should “return” to the original “one” or deal with the “many” of differen-

tiation in “creation” , and whether ritual should maintain a “constant” order or constantly “adaption” and change.The issue of “tempo-
rality” is closely related to the issue of “the relationship between heaven and man”. The unity of heaven and man is not an established

fact, but a “reconstruction” of the relationship between heaven and man based on the tension between heaven and man. Among them,

«

there are both the “humanistic rituals” that follow the natural human emotions based on heaven, as well as the “guidance” of rituals on

‘

natural human emotions; It involves both the internal normativity of the “righteousness” of the “individual” towards others and group

[

relationships, as well as the external normativity of the " smooth" order of the “whole” world. Liyun deeply interprets the dialectical
tension of ritual in issues such as “return” and “creation” , adherence to tradition” and “change”, “unity of heaven and man” and
“rupture between heaven and man”.

Key words: Liyun ; time; heaven—human; ritual-righteousness; Grand Harmony
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