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On the Multiple Connotations of Zhang Zai’ s “ Qi
— Also Discussing the Qualitative Nature of Zhang Zai’ s Philosophy
Cao Shuming
Abstract ; The concept of Qi in Zhang Zai’ s thought permeates various levels of his philosophical system, thus possessing multiple
connotations. Specifically, his Qi refers to Qi Hua (the transformation of Qi) in Daoist theory, Xing Qi in the discussion of human na-
ture, and Qi Ming ( the fate of qi) in life theory. Among these, Xing Qi and Qi Ming are the manifestations of the transformation of qi.
Based on this understanding, we can further reflect on the qualitative nature of Zhang Zai’ s philosophy, which requires a re—examina-
tion of the relationship between Tai Xu (the great void) and Qi, a comprehensive examination of Zhang Zai’ s philosophical system,
and reference to thinkers who advocate the theory of Qi as the foundation. In fact, using cosmology as a standard to characterize a phi-
losopher is the result of Western interpretation, and therefore may to some extent overlook the characteristics of Chinese philosophy. For
Zhang Zai, Qi is an elephant concept or functional concept, rather than a physical concept, with its core concern being “how all things
are” rather than “where all things come from”. He believes that all things are always in a state of gathering, scattering, hiding, appea-
ring, gloomy, shining, and that gathering or scattering, hiding or appearing, and gloomy or shining are all temporary states ( “guest
forms” ) , and the trend of Qi Hua will run through Xing or the heavenly way. Therefore, Xing or the heavenly way is also popular and
changing. In Zhang Zai’ s view, the reconstruction of the theory of Xing or the concept of the Way of Heaven has a fundamental signifi-
cance. His view of the Heavenly Dao includes three levels; Tai Xu, Qi Hua, and Xing, with the formation of acupoints in Xing.
Key words:Zhang Zai; Qi; connotation; view of the Tiandao; philosophical qualification
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