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On the Collective Protection of Personal Information
Zhang Chenguo

Abstract : The protection of personal information is difficult to be effectively implemented through existing civil rights relief mecha-
nisms, and a modern analysis framework for disputes and group rights protection should be introduced. The regulatory framework for
collective protection of personal information in China presents a “dual path” feature. The dual path model corresponds to the rights re-
lief model and the behavior regulation model, which rely on each other in the protection of personal information groups. The personal in-
formation protection public interest litigation introduced in Article 70 of the Personal Information Protection Law is a bottom—up protec-
tion mechanism. This new type of public interest litigation is led by the procuratorial organs and supported by relevant organizations. Its
prosecution threshold should be clarified, supporting mechanisms should be implemented, and prosecution should be encouraged to pro-
mote the new system to gain practical vitality. Regulating the violations of personal information processors on platforms and other plat-
forms through anti—monopoly law is a top—down mechanism for protecting personal information groups. Unequal data usage agreements
and privacy authorization agreements should be included in anti—-monopoly law regulation. The effective benchmark for whether it consti-
tutes exploitative abuse depends on whether the personal information processor violates data protection regulations.

Key words: Personal Information Protection Law; collective protection; public interest litigation; data privacy; antimonopoly
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