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Research on the Role of Mulan Hunting in Ethnic Integration and

National Governance in the Qing Dynasty
Zhang Anfu

Abstract : Mulan Autumn Hunt was an official hunting activity established during the Qing Dynasty, and it was also a political cer-
emony that promoted the integration of various ethnic groups. It played an important role in consolidating the unity of the multi—ethnic
Qing state. The system of Mulan Autumn Hunt originated from the hunting customs of the Northeast ethnic groups and developed on the
basis of the Liao and Jin Dynasties’ Nalbo system. Its purpose was to maintain the martial customs of the Eight Banners and enhance
their military skills, and it became a spiritual and cultural bond that united the various ethnic groups in Northeast China. In addition,
the Qing Dynasty took advantage of Mulan Autumn Hunt to pacify the Mongolian tribes, further strengthening the relationship between
the Manchus and the Mongolians. This was of great significance for the Qing Dynasty to stabilize the governance of the northern frontier
and to strengthen the political alliance of “one family of Manchu and Mongolian” . Mulan Autumn Hunt constructed a space field for the
interaction and exchange of various ethnic groups in the frontier. During the hunting period, leaders of various ethnic groups from fron-
tier region followed the hunt and paid homage to the Qing Emperor to discuss state affairs. This not only greatly enriched the political
implications of Mulan Autumn Hunt, but also made it an important way for the Qing Dynasty to deepen its governance measures of gov-
erning according to local customs and adapting to the times, and enhance the national identity of the multi—ethnic state in the frontier.
Tt promoted the final formation of the “Great Unification” pattern of the Qing Dynasty.

Key words: Mulan Autumn Hunt; Manchu—Mongolian Alliance; ethnic integration; national governance
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