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Theme, Image, and Space: The Triple Dimensions of

the Mountain Writing in Songshan Poetry
Wang Li

Abstract : The mountain writing in Songshan poetry reflected the two—way interaction between ancient poetry and mountains. The

Hu Quanzhang

poets of Tang and Song Dynasties constructed the geographical knowledge pedigree of Songshan Mountain and expanded the emotional
expression function of Songshan Mountain through the depiction and chanting of Songshan Mountain. The poets of Yuan, Ming and Qing
Dynasties constantly strengthened the idea of writing unity and local consciousness through Songshan, so that the pattern of Songshan
poetry was fixed. In the poet’s repeated writing, “Songshan Mountain” became a common poetic image, which had the dual connota-
tion of politics and seclusion, and the images such as “Song Luo” and “Song Shao” became the symbols of Zhongzhou culture. Songs-
han Mountain provided a public space for the literati. For the literati who visited Songshan Mountain, it had a different social experience
from other places, which was not only the cultural heritage of their poetry creation, but also the way to promote the local culture. Songs-
han Mountain also provided the individual space for poets to express their temperament and enrich their poetic content and emotional ex-
pression. From the perspective of the combination of time and space, Songshan poetry not only highlighted the literary attributes of
Songshan combining politics, seclusion and home, but also reflected the evolution of mountain poetry writing, showing the multifaceted
relationship between mountains and poetry.
Key words: Songshan Mountain; mountain poetry; theme; image; space
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