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The Chinese Spirit and the Discourse Form of New Mainstream Films
Chen Linxia

Abstract ;. The Chinese spirit is characterized by its distinct contemporaneity, reality and political nature. To promote and foster the
recognition of the Chinese spirit in the new era, the narrative of literature and art, especially the late—developing modern art and films
with international dissemination power, are indispensable. The new mainstream films, which emerged as a result of the exemplary effect
of The Founding of a Republic in 2009, have gained an advantageous position in the current Chinese film landscape. These new main-
stream films have provided new ideas for the development of the current Chinese film industry, generated discourse power that influ-
ences contemporary China, and become the best medium for writing and spreading the Chinese spirit worldwide. The new mainstream
films present a new discourse form, that is, a modern subject based on the unity of reason and emotion, highlighting the equal impor-
tance of individual and collective values, demonstrating the national will of collective spirit, and embodying the openness and inclusive-
ness of a global and future—oriented consciousness. At the micro level, new mainstream films emphasize the creation of characters with
modern subject consciousness, expressing political beliefs through autonomous willpower, and exerting their own initiative and self—
awareness. At the meso level, new mainstream films stress new collectivism, effectively interpreting the practice of Chinese—style mod-
ernization through the allegory of family and country based on the ethics of responsibility. At the macro level, they construct a “China
— non—Western” space that clears the cultural memory of Orientalism, and with the new rural areas of the new era, understand the uni-
verse itself from the perspective of a living entity, build the concept of a community with a shared future for mankind, and show a new
image of China.

Key words : Chinese spirit; new mainstream films; modern subject; new collectivism; community with a shared future for man-
kind
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