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Emperor Yang of Sui Highly Valued the Southern people

and the Conflicts Among the officials of the Northern and Southern Dynasties

Wang Yongping

Abstract : Emperor Yang of Sui vigorously adjusted the regional structure of the court’ s ruling personnel and sought moderate gov-

ernment openness. In terms of personnel, Emperor Yang of Sui appointed literary and military figures from the south to take charge of

the central government, forming the first influential group of southern military and political figures in ancient Chinese unified dynasties.

This measure was related to the changes in personal experiences and social and cultural concepts, reflecting the significant development

of the southern regional society in the medieval period and predicting the changing trend of Chinese history. Southern people participated

in court politics, were adept at speculation, and exhibited characteristics of flattery ; Emperor Yang’ s military generals actively sup-

ported him in his battles and made meritorious contributions. As an emerging regional military and political group, the Southern people

became vassals of Emperor Yang, causing significant harm to the situation at that time. The Southern power took advantage of Emperor

Yang’ s beneficial deeds, pursued officialdom and benefits, having an impact on the old ruling group represented by honors of

Guanzhong and Longyou, triggering fierce conflicts and confrontations, ultimately leading to the tragedy of the Northern and Southern

forces fighting each other during the “Jiangdu Crisis”.

Key words: Emperor Yang of Sui; Southern people; flattery; the power of Guanzhong and Longyou; North —South conflicts
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