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The Stages of the History of Ancient Chinese Thought

Wu Tianming

Abstract: The basis for dividing the history of ancient Chinese thought should not be the changes in philosophical theories and the
rise and fall of dynasties, but rather the development of the basic theory of traditional Chinese thought and culture which governed the
country and enriched the people, that is, the development of kingly way of governance. Based on whether the theory of governing the
country is mature and whether significant changes have occurred, the history of ancient Chinese thought should be divided into five peri-
ods : the first is The Five Emperors, Xia, Shang, Zhou, and the Spring and Autumn Period, which lasted for about 3000 years, during
which the idea of governing the country emerged and matured. Its main achievements were the texts of the Six Classics, which was the
period of the “Way of the former kings” ; The second is around the 80 years from the Spring and Autumn period to the Warring States
period, during which Confucius and his disciples inherited and developed the “Way of the Former Kings” and created Confucianism,
which was the period of the “Way of the New King” ; The third is the Warring States period which lasted for about 300 years, during
which both old and new kingly ways declined, and various new theories of governance competed to create. This was a period of “a hun-
dred flowers blooming and a hundred schools of thought contending” ; The fourth is from the Han Dynasty to the Qing Dynasty, around
2200 years, during which many schools such as Han studies, Neo—Confucianism, Mind studies, and Pu studies were all inclusive and
diverse, learning widely from others’ points and each had its own advantages. However, they always centered around the “Way of the
New Kings” , which was the period of Confucianism; The fifth is during the late Qing Dynasty and the Republic of China, which lasted
for about 50 years, in this period scholars felt the pain of losing their country and angrily abandoned all traditional Chinese ideas and
culture. This was a period of complete Westernization. Through such stages, the basic theories and development trends of ancient Chi-
nese thought and culture are very clear, making it convenient for scholars to examine relevant theoretical issues in modern disciplines.

Key words : history of Ancient Chinese thought; basis of periodization; results of periodization
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