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The Methodology of Gu Yanwu’s Practical Learning
Huang Yushun
Abstract: Gu Yanwu’s “practical learning” was a new concept different from the “practical learning” of the Neo Confucianism of
the Song and Ming Dynasties, which had the significance of general methodology of academic research and even  philosophy” and
“method of thought”. The purpose of his “practical learning” was not “extensive research on literature and a sense of shame in behav-
ior” , but to “cultivate oneself and settle others”. The program of his “practical learning” was the synthesis of two aspects; “academic

and political discussions”. For one respect, it was about “academic discussion”, which meant“heing fond of classical literature and

having heard a lot” , that is, “studying the literature of the Six Classics” and “examining the institutions of kings throughout history” .

¢ ¢

For another respect, it was “political discussion” , that is, “integrating it with contemporary affairs”. “Academic discussion” mainly
referred to the research on the texts; “Political discussion” mainly referred to the examination of the actuality. The method of practical
learning was the comprehensive verification of these two aspects, which contained a profound idea: it was not to regulate reality through
literature, but to correct literature through reality. Not only that, but there was also a deeper way of thinking here : it not only corrected
the “non factual” contents in classical literature with historical facts, but also transcended the historical connotation of classical con-
tents with the “factual changes” of contemporary reality. This required to extract the universal principle of “the kingly way” from the
classics of various dynasties and to “clear the way to save the world” , so as to pursue Confucian political ideals with the significance of
enlightenment for the future in the “changes from ancient to modern times”.

Key words:Gu Yanwu; practical learning; methodology
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