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Research on the Overall Trend and Spirit of Wei-Jin Culture

Ning Jiayu

Abstract : Wei—Jin Culture was the starting point of the scholar—official culture, occupying an important position in the evolution of

scholar—official culture in China and the entire Chinese culture. The most distinctive feature and highlight of Wei-Jin scholar—official

culture was replacing the imperial culture that served the centralized autocratic rule with a completely new set of scholar—official value

concepts and life creed that bore strong personal colors. The overall trend of the culture was manifested in the following four aspects: re-

placing materialistic pursuits with detached spiritual pursuits, replacing social constraints with individual freedom and carefree attitude,

replacing the “dynasty’ s moral authority” with the “moral authority of the Way” , and replacing the utilitarian life attitude with an aes-

thetic life attitude.These values not only clearly solidified the basic color and value orientation of ancient Chinese scholar culture, but

also played a very important cultural leading role in the arrival of the prosperous period of Tang and Song scholar culture.

Key words: Wei—Jin Culture; trend and spirit; scholar—official culture
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