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38.

The Dilemma and the Overcoming Dilemma of Self-survival and World-saving

— The Existential Meaning of Ren Jian Shi in Zhuangzi
Guo Meihua
Abstract: The theme of Ren Jian Shi (The World on Earth) in Zhuang Zi, as seen in the opening dialogues between Confucius

and Yan Hui was saving—the—world. But the “world” that Yan Hui wished to save is the distorted earthly world. The real unfolding of

earthly—world—saving led to the dilemma of self—survival and world—-saving, which revealed the impossibility of moral self-sanctification

of world—saving and its paradox, that is to say, self-sanctification was in turn a deeper distortion of the world. XinZhai ( emptiness of

mind—heart and selflessness) learned by Yan Hui was emptiness without self, becoming the remedy to overcome morality saving the

world, and demonstrating the triple accessibility of the infinite wholeness of heaven—and—earth, each individual and countless others.

Then, the dialogues among Confucius, Lord Zigao of She, Yan He and Qu Boyu deepened this dilemma and gradually turned to the na-

ivete and sanctity of self-survival.

Key words : self—survival ; world—saving; self—sanctification; the—infinite—wholeness—of—heaven—and—earth; emptiness
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