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Governance Connotations of

“The Human Heart is Perilous, the Moral Heart is Subtle”
— A Rethinking of Zhu Xi’ s Interpretation
Le Aiguo

Abstract : The ancient Shang Shu Da Yu Mo stated that “The human heart is perilous, the moral heart is subtle, with utmost sin-
cerity and singularity of purpose, uphold the mean with integrity” , then talked about the awe of the people and the mutual need for both
ruler and people, and expressed that “the world is poor, and the land of heaven will be forever ended” , demanding paying attention to
the suffering of the people, which was actually in terms of governance. Throughout history, Confucianists had interpreted *human
heart” from the perspective of governance, interpreting it as “people’ s mind” , as well as from the perspective of moral character, em-
phasizing“heavenly principles” and “human desires”. In his early years, Zhu Xi linked the concept of “with utmost sincerity and sin-
gularity of purpose ” with the Confucian principle of governing by inaction while “Nan Mian Yi Gong Ji”, Later, from the perspective
of governance, he emphasized that the king should respect and abide by the “Yu Ting 16 Words” , especially caring the people and res-
cuing them from poverty and hardship. Therefore, Zhu Xi’ s later interpretation of the “Yu Ting 16 Words” as “heart method” , while
ignoring its governance connotations, developed by modern people, seems to be biased.

Key words:Zhu Xi; “Yu Ting 16 Words” ; governance; moral character
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