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Rationality and Reasonableness: The Practical Logic

of the Traditional Moral Philosophy of Chinese Qing-Li
Guo Weihua

Abstract : Based on the spirit logic of integration of Qing—Li in the traditional moral philosophy of Chinese Qing—Li, the practical

effectiveness of moral practice in solving actual ethical problems lay in the dialectical unity of “rationality” and “reasonableness” .

“Rationality” can guide the value of “Li” to overcome the spontaneity and blindness of “Qing” and become a virtuous emotion, provi-

ding endless spiritual power for moral practice;

“Reasonableness”

can transcend the abstractness and dogmatism of “Li” and make

“rationality” have substantive content in specific ethical situations. Based on the practical logic of “rationality” and “reasonableness”

and their dialectical unity, the two together opened up the practice wisdom of “self—cultivation” and “building ethical harmony” in

China’ s rationalist moral philosophy tradition. Simultaneously, these two kinds of practice wisdom were interconnected through specific

practical activities to form a holistic wholeness: the moral capacity of “self—cultivation” was manifested as the ability to stimulate hu-

man creativity and transcendence, providing the subject conditions for building “ethical harmony” ; while “ethical harmony” provided

a place for “self-cultivation” to stand firm and live, being the external transcendence of “self-cultivation” in “regulating the family” ,

“governing the country” , and “ pacifying the world”.

Key words : moral philosophy of Chinese Qing—Li; rationality; reasonableness; self—cultivation; ethical harmony
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