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The Discussion of Xing and Ming: The Issue of Moral Luck in Confucian Thought

Wu Xianwu

Abstract : The discussion of Xing and Ming is an important topic in Chinese philosophy, not only with rich moral implications but

also intrinsically connected to modern moral luck. Confucianism, while recognizing that fate had a significant impact on, or even played

a decisive role in one’s life, limited it to external pursuits such as wealth and longevity, and firmly denied that luck had a determining

role in one’ s moral character. From the perspective of virtue generation, all people possessed bhenevolent hearts and good natures, so

there was no phenomenon of the so—called generated luck; from the perspective of virtue cultivation, although moral character cultiva-

tion may encounter causal luck, circumstantial luck, and resultant luck, Confucianism held that these luck factors were external to

one’ s inner moral character, which only affected people’ s behaviors,

and can’ t exert effect on or determine people’ s inner moral

character. Therefore, Confucianism actually took a different path from Western ethics on the issue of moral luck.

Key words: the discussion of Xing and Ming; moral luck; doctrine of good human nature; cultivation of human nature
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