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The Three Dimensions of Marx’s Critique of “Abstract Labor” and Its Ethical Connotation

Kou Dongliang

Abstract ; The critique of “abstract labor” is one of the core contents of Marx’ s political and economic criticism. From the holistic

nature of Marxist theory, the critique of “abstract labor” as the core of political and economic criticism is essentially a critique of value

philosophy. The Paris Manuscript inherited Hegel’ s “human ethics spirit” image of “abstract labor” , and based on Feuerbach’s “hu-

manistic” principle, opened up the philosophical economic criticism of “abstract labor” ,

presenting Marx’ s original “separation rever-

sal” ethical direction of “abstract labor” criticism. Capital and its manuscripts scientifically interpreted the connotation of “abstract la-

bor” from two aspects

“labor commodity” and “value form” , revealing the pivotal position and fulecrum significance of “abstract la-

bor” in labor value theory and surplus value theory. In the unity of political economy criticism and value philosophy criticism, they

demonstrated the life time ethics and labor justice ethics of “abstract labor” criticism.

Key words :labor; abstract labor; labor force; value form; philosophy of values
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