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The Historical Entanglement of Taoism and the School of Names’ s Metaphysics

and Its Impact and Significance
Gao Huaping

Abstract : There are two basic forms of metaphysics in Chinese philosophy, the “metaphysics in the form of vision” represented by
Taoism, and the pure metaphysics represented by the School of Names. Taoism’s “Tao” is originally the Way of Tian( X) , which re-
fers to the metaphysical “Tao” , but Taoism’s “Tao” is both absolutely formless and nameless, and it is also “eluding and vague” or
“vague and eluding” in which “there is in it the form” and “within it are things” , so it is “metaphysics in the form of vision”. The
School of Names’ s “eternal name” is the opposite of all the “general name,” “ classifying name,” and “private name” and is a “pure
category” or “absolute idea”. In a sense, the history of Chinese philosophy is the history of the integration of these two kinds of meta-
physics; the result is that the “metaphysics in the form of vision” represented by Taoism eliminates the pure metaphysics represented
by the School of Names. The “metaphysics in the form of vision” of Taoism shows the unique ideological and cultural characteristics of
Chinese philosophy and the Chinese nation, and also shapes the ideological and cultural character of Chinese philosophy and the Chi-
nese nation; while the pure metaphysics of the School of Names shows that there are “abstract ideas and pure categories” in Chinese
philosophy and Chinese ideology and culture, which are some of the commonalities between Chinese philosophy and Chinese people’ s
thought and culture and Western philosophy and culture, and which can provide a good window and point of union for the dialogue, in-
tegration, and connection of Chinese and Western philosophies and cultures. The historical entanglement between the metaphysics of the
School of Names and the Taoism, is the result of the historical and cultural conflict and integration within the Chinese nation in the era
of ancient legends.

Key words: Taoism; the School of Names; metaphysics
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