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Love to Revolution; The Changes of the Values in Early Chinese Movies

Chen Linxia

Abstract ; Any story ultimately points to a value system. Early Chinese films underwent a value shift from tradition to modernity. In
the first stage of development in the 1920s, the film actively maintained the traditional ethical relations among parents, husband and
wife, brother and sister, friends, etc., and the traditional values occupied absolute advantage. The year 1933 was the climax of left—
wing films. In this year, revolution, as a collective connotation of modernity, became the mainstream value in the early history of Chi-
nese cinema. The revolutionary views were conveyed through three narrative discourses: Mother’ s Light, Heavenly Brightness, and
Gadgets. Love, as another modern concept that showcases individual value, was not fully expressed in early Chinese films. Faced with
the power of traditional forces and the harsh reality of survival, it lacked sufficient legitimacy and rationality and can only be generated
in revolutionary activities and social organizations. Therefore, the collective concept became the most important value concept in early
Chinese films and exerted a far-reaching influence on the the development of the whole Chinese films.

Key words: early Chinese films; values; ethics; love; revolution
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