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Collective Memory and Shared Values: Global Communication

for Heroes of China’ s Image

Wu Ying

Qiao Lijuan

Abstract ; Hero spirit is the shared value pursuit of human beings. Through global communication by international media, China’s

hero stories can be condensed into human’s collective memory beyond national boundaries. In symbolic memory level, heroes’ image

can be solidified into cultural symbols by texts and ceremonies. In episodic memory level, heroes’ images form typical and representa-

tive media stories through “treasure hunting—fighting—coronation” and “disaster—seeking—salvation” motifs. In value memory level,

humanitarianism, bravery, striving for excellence and patriotism are shared values exemplified in heroes’ stories. In global communica-

tion process, different countries tend to fight for heroes’ memories and reconstruct heroes’ images. Through memory choice and inherit-

ance, heroes of China will become bridges for civilization communication and emotional bonding.

Key words: hero; collective memory; shared value; global communication
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