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A Study on the Trade of the Interior Merchants and Its Management
in Khovd in the Qing Dynasty
Liv Yuewu
Abstract: The existence of the interior merchants in the northwest frontier in the Qing Dynasty was the result of the country’s in-
tensified management of the frontier. After Kangxi, the Qing government established a military garrison in the Khovd area, pushed the
merchants to go there, and built the Altanbulag. In order to manage them, the Qing court set up a multiple management system. Interior
businessmen not only formed a close relationship with the local government of Khovd, but also knitted closely within themselves. After
Tongzhi, the commerce of the interior merchants was weakened due to several unfavorable factors. The existence of merchants in Khovd
played a positive role in the administration of the northwest frontier in the Qing Dynasty, but the deficiency of the Qing government gov-
ernance and the problems of the interior businessmen reversely influenced Qing government governance of this region.
Key words: Khovd; interior merchants; Qing Dynasty
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