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Philosophy Is not Primarily a Cognitive Enterprise
Su Dechao

Abstract : Philosophy faces three—fold difficulties, which is closely related to the popular viewpoint that philosophy is ( mainly)

cognitive activity. Truth is only one of many items that human beings need to live on. No matter where you live, you end up living in the

phenomenal world. Ideas or conceptions play a great role in the formation of the phenomenal world. On the continuum of conceptual ac-

tivities, the importance of seeking truth is not the same. Philosophy, as a conceptual activity, is not mainly a cognitive enterprise. At

the beginning of philosophy, the distinguishing mark between philosophy and myth and witchcraft is cognition. However, after modern

times, natural sciences have become independent one after another, and the cognitive needs of human conceptual activities have be-

come less and less dependent on philosophy. Today, philosophy is powerless and unnecessary to undertake the cognitive mission. If we

stick to the cognitive orientation of philosophy, we will face a dilemma. either philosophy is useless and inefficient, or its discussion is

trivial and meaningless. The uniqueness of philosophy doesn’t consist in cognition, but in heuristic meaning—building and free action,

Oor awareness.

Key words : philosophy as cognition; heuristic; meaning—building; freedom; awareness
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